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(57) ABSTRACT

A swash plate type compressor includes a cylinder block
having a crank chamber, a rotary shaft, a swash plate, pistons
and fasteners extending through the crank chamber between
any two adjacent pistons. The cylinder block further includes
ribs projecting inward from inner surface of the crank cham-
ber, extending in axial direction of the rotary shaft and being
arranged so that the pistons and the fasteners are positioned
alternately between any two adjacent ribs, a piston-side wall
surface forming the inner surface and being positioned
between any two adjacent ribs located on opposite side of the
piston and a fastener-side wall surface forming the inner
surface and being positioned between any two adjacent ribs
located on opposite side of the fastener The piston-side wall
surface is spaced farther away from the rotary shaft than the
fastener-side wall surface in radial direction of the rotary
shaft.

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
SWASH PLATE TYPE COMPRESSOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a swash plate type com-
pressor which includes a cylinder block having formed there-
through a plurality of cylinder bores, a rotary shaft rotatably
supported by the cylinder block, a swash plate fixed on the
rotary shaft for rotation therewith and a plurality of pistons
reciprocally slidable received in the cylinder bores and each
engaged with the swash plate, wherein the cylinder block has
formed therein a chamber accommodating therein the swash
plate.

FIG. 4 shows a prior art swash plate type compressor which
is disclosed by Japanese Patent Application Publication
2003-247488 and designated by 80 in the drawing. The swash
plate type compressor 80 includes a housing 81 formed by a
pair of cylinder blocks 90, a rotary shaft 82 rotatably sup-
ported by the cylinder block 90, a swash plate 83 fixed on the
rotary shaft 82 for rotation therewith and a plurality of pistons
84. The cylinder block 90 has formed therethrough a plurality
of cylinder bores 85 receiving therein the respective pistons
84 and a crank chamber 86 (or a swash plate chamber) accom-
modating therein the swash plate 82. The pistons 84 are
engaged with the swash plate 83 and reciprocally slidable in
the respective cylinder bores 85.

The compressor 80 further includes a rear housing having
formed therein a suction chamber 87. A suction passage 88 is
formed axially in the rotary shaft 82 for introducing refriger-
ant gas in the suction chamber 87 into the cylinder bore 85.
The rotary shaft 82 has also formed therein a plurality of oil
passages 89 extending in radial direction of the rotary shaft 82
for supplying lubricating oil contained in refrigerant gas to
the crank chamber 86. Lubricating oil contained in refrigerant
gas in the suction passage 88 is supplied to the crank chamber
86 by the centrifugal force resulting from the rotation of the
rotary shaft 82.

The cylinder block 90 has also formed therethrough a
communication passage 91 for providing fluid communica-
tion between the crank chamber 86 and the suction chamber
87. While the swash plate type compressor 80 is operating at
a high speed, lubricating oil in the crank chamber 86 returns
with refrigerant gas through the communication passage 91 to
the suction chamber 87 that is lower in pressure than the crank
chamber 86, so that the lubricating oil is prevented from being
accumulated excessively in the crank chamber 87.

However, the lubricating oil accumulated in the crank
chamber 86, stirred by the swash plate 83 and the piston 84
and splashed during the operation of the swash plate type
compressor 80 offers resistance against the rotation of the
swash plate 83. To prevent the lubricating oil from being
stirred by the swash plate 83 in the crank chamber 86, it may
be so arranged that the lubricating oil level in the crank
chamber 86 is lowered so as to be located below the space
where the swash plate 83 rotates and the piston 84 recipro-
cates. In order to lower the oil level without increasing the
overall size of the swash plate type compressor 80, however,
the diameter of the crank chamber 80 need be increased so as
to increase the inner volume thereof because the size of the
compressor 80 is restricted. In this case, the rigidity of the
housing 81 may be reduced at positions around the bolts 92
fastening components (such as the cylinder blocks 90, etc.)
that form the housing 81 of the swash plate type compressor
80, with the result that the housing 81 may be deformed and
the fluid tightness thereof may be reduced, accordingly.

The present invention is directed to providing a swash plate
type compressor which prevents lubricating oil in the crank
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2

chamber of the compressor from being stirred by the swash
plate and ensures the fluid tightness of the housing, without
increasing the size of the housing of the compressor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A swash plate type compressor includes a cylinder block
having a crank chamber, a rotary shaft, a swash plate, pistons
and fasteners extending through the crank chamber between
any two adjacent pistons. The cylinder block further includes
ribs projecting inward from inner surface of the crank cham-
ber, extending in axial direction of the rotary shaft and being
arranged so that the pistons and the fasteners are positioned
alternately between any two adjacent ribs, a piston-side wall
surface forming the inner surface and being positioned
between any two adjacent ribs located on opposite side of the
piston and a fastener-side wall surface forming the inner
surface and being positioned between any two adjacent ribs
located on opposite side of the fastener The piston-side wall
surface is spaced farther away from the rotary shaft than the
fastener-side wall surface in radial direction of the rotary
shaft.

Other aspects and advantages of the invention will become
apparent from the following description, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, illustrating by way of
example the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features of the present invention that are believed to be
novel are set forth with particularity in the appended claims.
The invention together with objects and advantages thereof,
may best be understood by reference to the following descrip-
tion of the presently preferred embodiments together with the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a swash
plate type compressor with a double-headed piston according
to a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 2-2 in
FIG. 1, showing a cylinder block, a rib and an oil reservoir of
the swash plate type compressor of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the cylinder block of FIG. 1;
and

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a prior art
swash plate type compressor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The following will describe the swash plate type compres-
sor with a double-headed piston (hereinatter simply referred
to as compressor) according to the preferred embodiment of
the present invention with reference to FIGS. 1 through 3. As
shown in FIG. 1, the compressor which is designated gener-
ally by numeral 10 includes a housing H. The housing H
includes a pair of front and rear cylinder blocks 11, 12, a front
housing 13 joined to the front cylinder block 11 and a rear
housing 14 joined to the rear cylinder block 12. The front and
the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and the front and the rear
housings 13, 14 are fastened together by a plurality of bolts B
(e.g. five bolts B) serving as the fastener of the present inven-
tion. Thus, the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and
the front and the rear housings 13, 14 cooperate to form the
housing H of the compressor 10.

As shown in FIG. 1, a plurality of aligned holes BH (only
one hole BH being shown in the drawing) is formed through
the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and the front
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housing 13 and in the rear housing 14. As shown in FIG. 2, the
holes BH are angularly spaced around a rotary shaft 21 which
will be described later herein. The hole BH in the rear housing
14 is threaded at N for engagement with the externally
threaded end of the bolt B passing through the front and the
rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and the front housing 13. The front
and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and the front and the rear
housings 13, 14 serve as the housing member according to the
present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, a valve port plate 15, a valve plate 16
and a retainer plate 17 are interposed between the front hous-
ing 13 and the front cylinder block 11. Similarly, a valve port
plate 18, a valve plate 19 and a retainer plate 20 are interposed
between the rear housing 14 and the rear cylinder block 12.
The valve port plates 15, 18 have formed therethrough dis-
charge ports 15A, 18 A, respectively, and the valve plates 16,
19 have formed therein discharge valves 16A, 19A opening
and closing the discharge ports 15A, 18A, respectively. The
retainer plates 17, 20 are formed with retainers 17A, 20A that
regulate the opening degree of the discharge valves 16 A, 19A,
respectively.

A discharge chamber 13A is formed between the front
housing 13 and the valve port plate 15. A discharge chamber
14A and a suction chamber 14B are formed between the rear
housing 14 and the valve port plate 18. Refrigerant gas dis-
charged into the discharge chambers 13 A, 14 A flows to exter-
nal refrigerant circuit 51 through a hole (not shown) and a
tube 50. Refrigerant gas in the external refrigerant circuit 51
returns to the compressor 10 through the tube 52 and the
suction chamber 14B. The compressor 10 and the external
refrigerant circuit 51 cooperate to form a refrigerant circula-
tion circuit. Refrigerant gas containing lubricating oil circu-
lates through the refrigerant circulation circuit, so that the
lubricating oil in refrigerant gas lubricates the sliding parts of
the compressor 10.

The aforementioned rotary shaft 21 is rotatably supported
in the housing H. The part of the rotary shaft 21 which is
located in the front of the housing H passes through a shaft
hole 11 A formed through the front cylinder block 11. The part
of the rotary shaft 21 which is located in the rear of the
housing H passes through a shaft hole 12A formed through
the rear cylinder block 12. The rotary shaft 21 is rotatably
supported by the front cylinder block 11 at the shaft hole 11A
and by the rear cylinder block 12 at the shaft hole 12A. A lip
type shaft seal 22 is interposed between the front housing 13
and the rotary shaft 21 and accommodated in a seal chamber
13B formed in the front housing 13. The discharge chamber
13 A is formed in the front housing 13 around and outward of
the seal chamber 13B.

The swash plate 23 is fixedly mounted on the rotary shaft
21 for rotation therewith. The housing H that is formed by a
pair of the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 has formed
therein a crank chamber 24 accommodating therein the swash
plate 23. Thrust bearing 25, 26 are interposed between the
rear end of the front cylinder block 11 and annular base 23A
of the swash plate 23 and between the front end of the rear
cylinder block 12 and annular base 23 A of the swash plate 23,
respectively, and hold the swash plate 23 therebetween to
prevent the rotary shaft 21 from being moved in the axial
direction thereof.

The front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 have formed
therethrough a plurality of cylinder bores (five cylinder bores
in the illustrated embodiment) angularly spaced around the
rotary shaft 21 and each receiving therein a double-headed
piston 29. Each cylinder bore is divided by the double-headed
piston 29 into a pair of front and rear cylinder bores 27, 28.
Each double-headed piston 29 is reciprocally slidable in its
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associated cylinder bores 27, 28 in the axial direction thereof.
The double-headed piston 29 is engaged with the swash plate
23. The double-headed piston 29 serves as the piston of the
present invention. The bolts B extend through the front and
the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and also through the crank
chamber 24 parallel to the rotary shaft 21 at positions between
any two adjacent double-headed pistons 29.

The swash plate 23 rotates with the rotary shaft 21 inte-
grally and the rotating movement of the swash plate 23 is
converted through a pair of shoes 30 into the reciprocal move-
ment of the double-headed piston 29 in its corresponding pair
of front and rear cylinder bores 27, 28. Each of the valve port
plates 15, 18 and the double-headed piston 29 cooperate to
form a compression chamber 28A in the front and the rear
cylinder bores 27, 28, respectively.

Sealing surfaces 11B, 12B are formed on the inner periph-
eries of the shaft holes 11A, 12A, respectively, through which
the rotary shaft 21 is inserted. The rotary shaft 21 is supported
directly by the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 at the
sealing surfaces 11B, 12B, respectively. The rotary shaft 21
has formed therein a supply passage 21 A that extends axially
and is in communication at the rear end thereof with the
suction chamber 14B. The rotary shaft 21 has also formed
therein radial oil holes 21B that allow the supply passage 21A
to be in communication with the crank chamber 24. The oil
holes 21B are formed at positions where the oil holes 21B
face the respective thrust bearings 25, 26.

The rear cylinder block 12 has formed therethrough at a
position that is radially outward of the shaft hole 12A a
release passage 12K that extends in the axial direction of the
rotary shaft 21 and is opened at the opposite ends thereof to
the crank chamber 24 and to the valve port plate 18, respec-
tively. The valve port plate 18 and the valve plate 19 have
formed therethrough at a position corresponding to the
release passage 12K communication holes 18B, 19B, respec-
tively. The retainer plate 20 has formed therethrough a com-
munication hole 20B that allows the communication hole
19B to be in communication with the suction chamber 14B.
Therefore, the crank chamber 24 is in communication with
the suction chamber 14B through the release passage 12K and
the communication holes 18B, 19B, 20B. The release passage
12K and the communication holes 18B, 19B, 20B cooperate
to form the return passage of the present invention.

The rotary shaft 21 has formed therein a first introduction
hole 31 that faces the front cylinder block 11 and also a second
introduction hole 32 that faces the rear cylinder block 12. The
front cylinder block 11 has formed therein a plurality of first
suction passages 33 that allow the shaft hole 11A of the front
cylinder block 11 to be in communication with the respective
front cylinder bores 27. Similarly, the rear cylinder block 12
has formed therein a plurality of second suction passages 34
that allow the shaft hole 12A of the rear cylinder block 12 to
be in communication with the respective rear cylinder bores
28. The part of the rotary shaft 21 surrounded by the sealing
surface 11B of the front cylinder block 11 forms a first rotary
valve 35. Similarly, the part of the rotary shaft 21 surrounded
by the sealing surface 12B of the rear cylinder block 12 forms
a second rotary valve 36.

In the front cylinder block 11, when the first introduction
hole 31 is in communication with the first suction passage 33
while the double-headed piston 29 is moving toward the
bottom dead center, refrigerant gas in the supply passage 21A
is drawn into the corresponding front cylinder bore 27. Sub-
sequently, the refrigerant gas drawn into the front cylinder
bore 27 is compressed by the movement of the double-headed
piston 29 toward the top dead center.
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While refrigerant gas is being compressed in the front
cylinder bore 27, the double-headed piston 29 moves toward
the bottom dead center in the corresponding rear cylinder
bore 28. When the second introduction hole 32 is in commu-
nication with the second suction passage 34 during such
movement of the double-headed piston 29, refrigerant gas in
the supply passage 21A is drawn into the rear cylinder bore
28. While refrigerant gas is being drawn into the front cylin-
der bore 27, in the corresponding rear cylinder bore 28, the
double-headed piston 29 moves toward the top dead center of
the corresponding rear cylinder bore 28 for compression of
refrigerant gas. Refrigerant gas that is compressed in the front
and the rear cylinder bores 27, 28 is discharged into the
discharge chambers 13A, 14A through the discharge ports
15A, 18A while pushing open the discharge valves 16 A, 19A,
respectively.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, an oil reservoir F is formed in
the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12. As shown in
FIGS. 1 through 3, the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11,
12 include disc-shaped bases 11C, 12C and annular periph-
eral walls 11D, 12D extending from the outer periphery of the
bases 11C, 12C, respectively. The aforementioned holes BH
for the bolts B are formed through the bases 11C, 12C. With
the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 joined and fas-
tened together by the bolts B, the bases 11C, 12C and the
peripheral walls 11D, 12D cooperate to form the crank cham-
ber 24 between the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12.

The peripheral walls 11D, 12D forming the crank chamber
24 have a plurality of ribs 11F, 12F projecting inward from
inner surfaces of the peripheral walls 11D, 12D, respectively.
The ribs 11F, 12 F extend in the axial direction of the rotary
shaft 21 and are spaced angularly around the rotary shaft 21
from each other. The ribs 11F, 12F are arranged in the cir-
cumferential direction of the peripheral wall 11D, 12D so that
the double-headed pistons 29 and the bolts B are positioned
alternately between any two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F in the
front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12, respectively. With
the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 joined together,
the ribs 11F of the front cylinder block 11 and the ribs 12F of
the rear cylinder block 12 are set in contact with each other,
respectively. 11H and 12H designate joint surfaces of the
front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12, respectively. The
joint surfaces 11H, 12H extend perpendicularly to the axis of
the rotary shaft 21. The end surfaces of the ribs 11F, 12F are
flush with the joint surfaces 11H, 12H of'the front and the rear
cylinder blocks 11, 12, respectively. The provision of the ribs
11F, 12F help to enhance the rigidity of the joint surfaces 11H,
12H of the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12, respec-
tively.

Recesses 11G, 12G are formed in ends of the ribs 11F, 12F
so as to extend in the axial direction of the front and the rear
cylinder blocks 11, 12, respectively and locating pins P are
inserted in the recesses 11G, 12G.

The following will describe the oil reservoir F in detail. As
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the oil reservoir F is formed between
the adjacent ribs 11F, 12F located adjacent to the one double-
headed piston 29, respectively. The part of the peripheral
walls 11D, 12D that forms the bottom of each oil reservoir F
is formed thinner than the part of the peripheral walls 11D,
12D between the adjacent ribs 11F, 12F located adjacent to
the bolt B, respectively. Each of the ribs 11F, 12F is curved so
that the end thereof overhangs the oil reservoir F. Specifically,
the ribs 11F, 12F are formed so that the distance between the
two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F which form therebetween the oil
reservoir F, as measured along the circumferential direction
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of'the peripheral walls 11D, 12D, increases generally toward
the bottom of the oil reservoir F. Thus, the volume of the oil
reservoir F is increased.

The part of the inner surface of the peripheral walls 11D,
12D forming the crank chamber 24 between the two adjacent
ribs 11F, 12F located on opposite side of the lowermost
double-headed piston 29 will be referred to as the piston-side
wall surface Fa. On the other hand, the part of the inner
surface of the peripheral walls 11D, 12D forming the crank
chamber 24 between the two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F located on
opposite side of the lowermost bolt B will be referred to as the
fastener-side wall surface T. The piston-side wall surface Fa
forms the bottom of the oil reservoir F. The piston-side wall
surface Fa is spaced farther away from the rotary shaft 21 than
the fastener-side wall surface T as seen in the radial direction
of'the rotary shaft 21. The peripheral walls 11D, 12D forming
the piston-side wall surface Fa are formed thinner than the
peripheral walls 11D, 12D forming the fastener-side wall
surface T, so that the volume of the oil reservoir F can be
increased.

The part of the peripheral walls 11D, 12D which forms the
piston-side wall surfaces Fa is formed with a constant thick-
ness. On the other hand, the part of the peripheral walls 11D,
12D which forms the fastener-side wall surface T is formed so
that the fastener-side wall surface T is arcuate in shape
between the two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F located on opposite
sides of the bolt B. Furthermore, the part of the peripheral
walls 12D which forms the fastener-side wall surface T is
formed with a thickness that is greater than that forming the
piston-side wall surface Fa, so that the rigidity of the front and
the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and the fluid tightness thereof
at the joint surfaces 11H, 12H are ensured. Lubricating oil
flowed into the crank chamber 24 can be accumulated in the
oil reservoir F.

The following will describe the operation of the compres-
sor 10. During the operation of the compressor 10, lubricating
oil contained in refrigerant gas in the supply passage 21A is
separated from the refrigerant gas by the centrifugal force due
to the rotation of the rotary shaft 21 and flows into the crank
chamber 24 through the oil hole 21B. Thus, the lubricating oil
is supplied to the crank chamber 24 and accumulated in the oil
reservoir F.

The amount of lubricating oil flowed into the crank cham-
ber 24 through the oil hole 21B by the centrifugal force varies
according to the rotational speed of the rotary shaft 21. The
amount of lubricating oil that flows into the crank chamber 24
is increased with an increase of the rotational speed of the
rotary shaft 21. During the high-speed operation of the com-
pressor 10 when the pressure in the suction chamber 14B is
lower than that in the crank chamber 24, airborne lubricating
oil that exists in the form of mist in the crank chamber 24 is
returned with refrigerant gas to the suction chamber 14B, the
pressure of which is lower than that of the crank chamber 24,
through the return passage (or the release passage 12K and the
communication holes 18B, 19B, 20B) and then flows through
the refrigerant circulation circuit. On the other hand, during
the low-speed operation of the compressor 10 when the pres-
sure difference between the crank chamber 24 and the suction
chamber 14B is small, only a small amount of lubricating oil
flows into the suction chamber 14B.

During the operation of the swash plate type compressor,
part of the lubricating oil that flows into the crank chamber 24
but fails to be returned to the suction chamber 14B is attached
to inner surface of the crank chamber 24 and then accumu-
lated in the oil reservoir F. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the ribs
11F, 12F forming the oil reservoir F are formed to be curved
s0 as to increase the opening of the oil reservoir F. The volume
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of the oil reservoir F is increased by spacing the piston-side
wall surface Fa farther away from the rotary shaft 21 than the
fastener-side wall surface T as seen in the radial direction of
the rotary shaft 21. Therefore, the oil level of lubricating oil
accumulated in the oil reservoir F may be located below the
space where the swash plate 23 rotates and the double-headed
piston 29 reciprocates.

Therefore, the lubricating oil accumulated in the oil reser-
voir F is prevented from being stirred in the crank chamber 24
by the swash plate 23 and the double-headed piston 29, so that
the lubricating oil is prevented from becoming resistance
against the rotation of the swash plate 23.

The swash plate type compressor according to the pre-
ferred embodiment offers the following advantageous effects.
(1) The front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 forming the

crank chamber 24 are formed with the ribs 11F, 12F that

project inward from the inner surfaces of the front and the
rear cylinder block 11, 12 and ensure the rigidity of the
joint surfaces 11H, 12H of the front and the rear cylinder
blocks 11, 12, respectively. The ribs 11F, 12F form the oil
reservoir F in the crank chamber 24. The piston-side wall
surface Fa at the bottom of the oil reservoir F is spaced
farther away from the rotary shaft 21 than the fastener-side
wall surface T as seen in the radial direction of the rotary
shaft 21, so that the volume of the oil reservoir F is
increased. As compared with a case wherein lubricating oil
is accumulated in the bottom of the crank chamber 24
without the oil reservoir such as F of the present embodi-
ment, the oil level of lubricating oil accumulated in the
crank chamber 24 of the compressor 10 according to the
preferred embodiment can be lowered below the space
where the swash plate 23 rotates and the double-headed
piston 29 reciprocates. Therefore, lubricating oil accumu-
lated in the oil reservoir F is prevented from being stirred in
the crank chamber 24 by the swash plate 23 and the double-
headed piston 29, so that a state where the lubricating oil

becomes rotational resistance against the swash plate 23

can be forestalled.

(2) The piston-side wall surface Fa of the inner surface of the
crank chamber 24 is spaced farther away from the rotary
shaft 21 than the fastener-side wall surface T as seen in the
radial direction of the rotary shaft 21. The piston-side wall
surface Fa and the two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F located
adjacent to one double-headed piston 29 cooperate to form
the oil reservoir F. Therefore, the peripheral walls 11D,
12D between the two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F located on
opposite sides of the bolt B is thicker than that between the
above two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F located adjacent to the
one double-headed piston 29. Therefore, the peripheral
walls 11D, 12D adjacent to the bolts B can be made thick
enough to ensure the strength. Lubricating oil accumulated
in the oil reservoir F can be prevented from being stirred
without making the housing H large. Additionally, the
housing H whose rigidity is ensured by the ribs 11F, 12F
can resist the deformation around the bolt B which may
occur when the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and
the front and the rear housings 13, 14 are fastened tightly
together by the bolts B into the housing H. As a result, the
front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 are sealed hermeti-
cally at the joint surfaces 11H, 12H, respectively, so that
the fluid tightness of the housing H can be ensured.

(3) During the low-speed operation of the compressor 10
when small amount of lubricating oil is separated from
refrigerant gas by the centrifugal force of the rotary shaft
21, it is preferable that lubricating oil should stay in the
crank chamber 24 as much as possible for lubricating the
sliding parts of the compressor 10. In the present preferred
embodiment, the oil reservoir F is formed in the crank
chamber 24 where lubricating oil can be accumulated, so
that lubricating oil is prevented from being stirred during
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the low-speed operation of the compressor 10. Therefore,
the quantity of lubricating oil that flows through the return
passage and is returned to the suction chamber 14B is
restricted, so that sufficient lubricating oil can remain in the
crank chamber 24 for lubricating the sliding parts of the
compressor 10.

(4) The oil reservoir F is formed by making use ofthe ribs 11F,
12F that are formed to ensure the rigidity of the joint
surfaces 11H, 12H of the front and the rear cylinder blocks
11, 12, respectively. Therefore, the crank chamber 24 need
not be made large so as to lower the oil level of lubricating
oil and, therefore, the housing H need not be increased in
size, either. According to the embodiment of the present
invention, the ribs 11F, 12F which are formed to ensure the
rigidity of the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 are
formed so as to form the oil reservoir F. As compared with
a case wherein any members other than the ribs 11F, 12F
are provided for forming the oil reservoir F, the structure
according to the present embodiment for preventing lubri-
cating oil from being stirred can be simplified and contrib-
ute to decreasing the manufacturing cost.

(5) The front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and the front
and rear housings 13, 14 are fastened together into the
housing H by a plurality of bolts B. The cylinder blocks 11,
12 are formed with a plurality ofribs 11F, 12F projecting in
the crank chamber 24 at positions between the bolt B and
the double-headed piston 29 that are located adjacent to
each other. A pair of the ribs 11F, 12F is used to form a
plurality of oil reservoirs F in the crank chamber 24. There-
fore, lubricating oil can be accumulated in the plurality of
oil reservoirs F separately, so that the oil level of lubricat-
ing oil can be lowered.

(6) The peripheral walls 11D, 12D corresponding to the
aforementioned piston-side wall surface Fa that is exposed
to the lubricating oil in the oil reservoirs F are formed to be
thin. Each of the ribs 11F, 12F is curved so that the end
thereof overhangs the piston-side wall surface Fa (or the oil
reservoir F). In other words, the ribs 11F, 12F are formed to
be thin on the side thereof that is exposed to the oil reservoir
F. Therefore, the opening of the oil reservoir F between the
two adjacent ribs 11F, 12F that are located adjacent to one
double-headed piston 29 can be increased, so that the vol-
ume of the oil reservoir F can be increased. Therefore, the
oil level of lubricating oil accumulated in the oil reservoir
F can be lowered.

(7) The peripheral walls 11D, 12D of the front and the rear
cylinder blocks 11, 12 which form the piston-side wall
surface Fa of the oil reservoir F, respectively, are formed
thinner than the peripheral walls 11D, 12D that form the
fastener-side wall surface T. In other words, the piston-side
wall surface Fa is spaced farther away from the rotary shaft
21 than the fastener-side wall surface T as seen in the radial
direction of the rotary shaft 21. Therefore, the depth of the
oil reservoir F and hence the volume of the oil reservoir F
can be increased and the oil surface of lubricating oil can be
lowered, accordingly, while ensuring the rigidity of the
front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12 and the fluid
tightness of the housing H.

(8) The provision of the locating pins P that are inserted into
the recesses 11G, 12G formed in the ribs 11F, 12F of the
front and the rear cylinder blocks 11, 12, respectively,
facilitates positioning of the front and the rear cylinder
blocks 11, 12 in assembling the housing H, with the result
that the housing H can be manufactured easily. Addition-
ally, the recesses 11G, 12G formed in the end of the respec-
tive ribs 11F, 12F serving as part of the joint surfaces 11H,
12H of'the front and the rear cylinder blocks 11,12, respec-
tively, help to enhance the fluid tightness of the housing H.
The compressor 10 according to the preferred embodiment

can be modified in various ways as exemplified below.
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Although in the preferred embodiment, the oil reservoir F
is formed by all the ribs 11F, 12F, the oil reservoir F may
be formed by only the ribs 11F, 12F that are located in
the bottom side of the crank chamber 24.

As long as the oil reservoir F is positioned below the space
where the swash plate 23 rotates and the double-headed pis-
ton 29 reciprocates, the ribs 11F, 12F need not be formed to be
thin on the side of the ribs 11F, 12F exposed to the oil reser-
voir F and the peripheral walls 11D, 12D forming the piston-
side wall surface Fa need not be formed to be thin.

The compressor 10 may dispense with the recesses 11G,

12G and the locating pin P.

The compressor 10 may be of a single-headed type wherein
a single-headed piston is engaged with the swash plate
23.

What is claimed is:

1. A swash plate type compressor comprising:

a housing including:

a cylinder block having a crank chamber and a plurality
of cylinder bores;

a plurality of housing members; and

a plurality of fasteners fastening the cylinder block and
the plurality of housing members that form the hous-
ng;

a rotary shaft rotatably supported by the cylinder block;

a swash plate fixedly mounted on the rotary shaft for rota-
tion therewith; and

a plurality of pistons engaged with the swash plate and
reciprocally slidable in the cylinder bore, wherein the
fastener extends through the crank chamber parallel to
the rotary shaft at a position between any two adjacent
pistons, wherein the cylinder block further includes:

a plurality of ribs, each of the ribs projecting inward
from an inner surface of the crank chamber, extending
in an axial direction of the rotary shaft and being
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arranged so that the pistons and the fasteners are posi-
tioned alternately between any two adjacent ribs;

a piston-side wall surface that forms the inner surface of
the crank chamber and is positioned between any two
adjacent ribs located on opposite side of the piston;
and

a fastener-side wall surface that forms the inner surface
of the crank chamber and is positioned between any
two adjacent ribs located on opposite side of the fas-
tener, wherein the piston-side wall surface is spaced
farther away from the rotary shaft than the fastener-
side wall surface in radial direction of the rotary shaft.

2. The swash plate type compressor according to claim 1,
wherein the cylinder block is formed by a pair of front and
rear cylinder blocks.

3. The swash plate type compressor according to claim 2,
wherein each of the front and the rear cylinder blocks includes
a joint surface that extends perpendicularly to the axis of the
rotary shaft and is flush with an end surface of the rib, wherein
the front and the rear cylinder blocks are joined together at the
joint surface, wherein the rib includes a recess formed in an
end of the rib and opened at the end surface of the rib so that
a locating pin is inserted in the recess.

4. The swash plate type compressor according to claim 1,
wherein the rib is curved so that end of the rib overhangs the
piston-side wall surface.

5. The swash plate type compressor according to claim 1,
wherein the piston is a double-headed piston.

6. The swash plate type compressor according to claim 1,
wherein the cylinder block includes an oil reservoir formed
by any two adjacent ribs located on opposite side of the piston
and the piston-side wall surface forms a bottom of the oil
reservoir.



